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LETTERS 


The March issue (1975) of the Armenian Numismatic Journal impressed 
me very much as a publication worthy of scholars in this specialized 
field. About the only suggestion I offer is that if you wish to at- 
tract new members who are not too well versed in Armenian history or 
its coins, the copy should be written more singly and if possible, 
more illustrations be used.... 

Van Nuys, California Ch. R. Nazarian 


Firstly, I just finished reading the Arm. N. S. Journal, Vol. II, 
No. 1, and quite pleased with it. I am proud to have have: Baron 
Mousheghian writing in it, although sorry that I can not enjoy his 
article in its originality.... 

Toronto, Canada G. N. Shirinian 


Arpuparfbwdp yuymtbu np wyuon unnguy 26p nenunlad JE wluwahpp oe 
dbg fun wnwuduunpytpn: Ubpswytu Yupnn bu Swiqhum ;puay, npnyibnbe 
wiyuptun Ef qaniu 2bq qnby, nn *~sbv uunwgby**: Bnyguny bu, np wy- 
poru fnunp witwuaunteheuionn UwGq wyuneGbnbe pou Yonwguf....- 
Yerevan, Armenia H. V. Sarkissian 


Unuguwy 26n 9-tC-76 fe, newd vurtuljn: Uhus w unagiy Eh ~~ taufwlw 
Ee fotuancebod oe Qungmgn itn cea Ree feo RMU un- 
yugoniws Uwuo: Cun gunntuya, Go pwoh Gt negunhp Yopwabpdncuph swe : 
Uwn, np nocubp Uncwunhu Vywatutp: 8nyund bd op, tupnnan mywqnnePhru- 
uinhg wyt pug ghd unwghy, Unyuygu dufutvalhy Go umwuenl.... 

Yerevan, Armenia Kh. A. Mousheghian 


Today I finally received Vol. II, No. 2 of Arm. N. J. Thank you, 
it's a fine job in this important and pioneering field. Will you be 
able to send me Vol. I and Vol. II, No. 1?.... 

Paris, France D. K. Kouymjian 


Thanks very much for the application for ArmNS and for sending me 
Vol. I. I will look forward to receiving future issues and hope that 
i can contribute something of value to the Society in the years to 
come.... I was interested in seeing the article by W. Gewenian on 
the so-called Armenian Republic 1920 5 Ruble. I have one of these: 
pieces. It was also published in World Coins, Vol. 3; No. 32, August 
1966 and No. 33, Sept. 1966. The information at this time stated 
that Lauren Benson, well-known coin dealer of Davenport, Iowa, had 
some of these, several pieces, which he purchased about ten years ~ 
previously. Mr. Benson stated that they were uncertain status. "It 
(Continued on page 23) 
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Ubsu ShorUuh MUUVEPL * 


Ubdu Shqnwip npwwubtpp Pheny 40 fun bu be ppbug ubuut pu 
JuJE? TH Yuqvbu wopup Sh udbuwhwnwpbw, Swrwpwont: 

Yyu npwltbpp up Ubplwywgubt Sbmb.bw, ywolkbnp. 

33 wpduft wanpybwu gnpbpnnwibwt (tétradrachme attique) 
Uunfnpbwt Rupwnyd (La Fortune d'Antioche) 
ASMEOS TIPANOY funpwan 


nq. 

ynfhud gnnptpnpubwi, Cefn peti Rupnny (unp ans). 
wndufe wuonpybwu punt drachme attique) Uunpnpbuu 
Rwfund Ge BASTAEGS — BASTARON TITPANOY funpwann 
finpp wuwquyn hud npww (bronze) Uunpnpbwu pond on 
BASIAEQ= — BASIAEQN TITPANOY. bepwen aoe 
finpp wuuquynfhudt npww Ywiwquh wuny Ge 
BASIAEQS - BAS[\EQN TITPANOY Tene wi nd. 

wa Victoire) 


inpn wuwquynhude npwd 3wnftwuwhh 
BAMIAEQ® TITPANOY funpwqpnd: 


BR & &B KH 


npyunny Ge 


UPéUe QNrCLwW Ut Uvutre 


83 wpdult snpbpnpuadbwutbp fog Jwubpnt pwdéuniws bu 
fonGcbwy, dbeny. 


U.- Shqpwth VEY panynpnd pu wuapy Ge nipbuy unicum npudp 
j@he GC. cbuwaqnny. 


A,- APSU2ChH CUSiuY WuUlvUr: 
piehh WE § oni U. UVbtwaqptnnd: 


Ue. punp.- peut nbuwl ee 
A. gunp.- Shuq mbuml aed 
$. punp.- VE ‘abut ffl Wind (fourree) npud: ** 


Aa gia UE 9 re 9 Phe R. dotuwqntnny: 
meu mbuutl;: 


ner utd fepe % Uouwqptnnd: 


U. gupp.- JE nbuwl now 
RP, ounp.- vey ea Shu ons (fourrée) npud: 


Fugmpu JE? @he >. nwnbpnd ne wunnutguuny: 
VEY Stuwl: 


* Unmunuynewds E— wnnounrfbuwl Ln u ubuwd & Rugvw Swuntuhu 
UES, S bbEabbn a hare Uhmputen peu a. Sleqanni Sanaa 
Zujywhywu Zhu Spudvapne 2ucwpwontbnn > U. Iwqun, Ybubupl, 
huw | bw, le oe Sniupu, 1952, £9 106 - 109: 

x Fourree A coin which has a common metal core or anima, and 

has a thin silver plating. Editor. 
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U. ‘wqunane Swuqupwth 
Shanwubwu Vbtugntpne 
8nigwul 


94.- hrurnR urls vUSNT 273% UUPS 
VURGUPASUGR AY @USU9UUN WuU- 
utr: 


Rupuplr ike Bhi G. cbuaqnny: 


U. gunp.- Spyne wmbuwl nna 
RP, gunp.- JEY wbuwl npw: 


‘dugahu JE? he &. vouwqntpny: 
VEY mbuwl: 


‘B= UPUGUSP UVUPSUPSUTUP eUSfid 
MUUUOP: 


Fugunpu vb? pe &. Souwqnbpnd: 

U. gwnp.- Ybg mbuwl nn 

RP, gupp.- vty wbuwly spu yond 
fourree) npu: 

Cabanng nite: 

dugnp JES pe b. Lbuwqntpny: 


Ue. gunp.- Gnune nbuwl np 
R. gwnp.- Gpune nbuwy nna: 


Fwoupu JEP pe. C. munny: 
VEY ubuwl: 
G.- bUPhUbAY Wu: 
Gagupl TE Opt , Jouwqnonnd: 
VEY mbuwl: 


Q.- VUUUP UhUSy VUPSUPSUCUF, 
APSU2GR GPUUP BUSNY Gh Ulcs 
UPARGUSNY WuUvere: 


‘Iugnpu JE? pe &. Sbuwqnhd: 
U. gunp.- Gnbp mbuwl npuw: 


urséue WuUVEr 
Unéwf? npudp npneu bunpwahre 


** Puquin wquinnug § wih w &; 
pus ah TE eR whe Ide ae boant ne: 
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| fanpefigs agreements WH. SL traandey [Eyefrarma rhode (qe: E LaL Beker Ye Laremons Dae = 
— a ee tt he Sites ee a 
[Siugrhpae Ble ties? Werwaphpor Ups | [PUrmgyhpme Moe = 
Uh: 4) U- 20 Ue 8 i 
in 1 = I — t. at 
ez .% oat 4 a . lg} 
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UVUGUIhU2 WuUVEr 
Usuquynfpudl qnwdubp Yn puduncthu enlne fntevph foumbcbwy, dbend. 


Guapep aus, Pamond. <2 nual: 

Ujyu nnwdubptu vhu Wnuannngd &: Gee puubup* Shu qnwdtu 
mGuati;h duugud Ypumgtiy php upnwyuynnt@hprunp Ge wandéniwphRn, Yu- 
parph £ quwyt uw, Sudwulnup fuquwenp Demetrius III Eucaerus- pu 
ait fbofmd — U.P. 95-88 fnewhwitbpnet Ge nenbdt dudwiutwljpg £ 
Ubs 


u Shanwup: 


hum Swqniwapin wyu npwlbu onfuwl vp uy Lotontp Rpfuwtwlwt 
Sabawpeey furwpwinyhu JEP, Ge pudf dwuoW Upeu aaa jee eeeeee 
NEjpncf Mission Archéologique Frangaise-p utoptt be qpwdwqtu* Ip. 
Henri Seyrig-p wudtwhwt Swiwpwényhu uve?: 

Gannon Knives 

ICME EC lac CE Pe a 

Ujyu wuwquynhud nnwiubntu snpup dwtwuwhhu qnuniwé Gu Unipnh 


Ut, dwhniwd bu Uupuny Urq, pulwt 2heyunnu M, Taulors-h be 
Unthpnetwd U. ‘wqunne Uwuphu: 


Unn Uwbup Seana rey 
a 


npwitbipne wyu Suwrwpwéont Y’neqbtp fuwwbvwnb; Latuanth Popuwtulw 
Puiquawuh, fugweu wwe Rwabgh Ugquy ht _Vunbywqupwif Cguanudi bane 
wigupwiuh unyu mbuwlh qnzq qGiasese Epntt Sha: (Se Saiaguen E- 
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Uyuytu nepbdy w2epwpSwingwy Jodwqnyu ftwuqupwutupne, Pouu- 
t vy Uunbuwnupwup Cownnwwubpnt gwughuwpwupu (1) be 
agus waryunwnwyp _ Vewnnel esers Gean Fimitiepap 


wiwn waquyhu Sywpunifbows ne ywutwlwo hwnph unp yh2wnu- 
unwu up io" Suirnuntay : pou. Ge Ropu. Pabqupetlepne npw appl 
doy mbutninn Jouwantpp gnpu_fncdah Yp pwdunepy vpwyu, pul U. 

wqwane ions gr npwlubpniu ypwy wuntp Yp vopywywgubu muwuu Ge 
Toy _cagelned? One seeiey mane pl wuupy gnpbpnpwtbw, pugybu 
wht chia npwlvbpp Spwnuwpwhbup, Sur.wuwpawn Sodwytu Uywunwd wpup 
pi_wup Shqnpwibws npwbpnr ywuncy Votwqntpne be wy~wquu muwnipne 
puso. opu wuynrdsbyjp Uuwgwd wnbndniwdf Jwuwlp ywpquawuntd pu: 


THE COINS OF TIGRANES THE GREAT 
(Summary ) 


The coins of Tigranes the Great in St. Lazare Museum of 
Venice Mekhitarist Congregation are 40 in number. They are one 
of the most complete sets in the world of its kind. 

The sets includes 33 silver tetradrachms with Antioch Tyche, 
l copper tetradrachm with Antioch Tyche, 1 silver drachm with 
Antioch Tyche, 2 bronze with Antioch Tyche, 2 bronze with Vahagn, 
1 bronze with Victory. 

If we compare the ancient Armenian coins of British Museum 
of London and French Museum of Paris (Bibliotheque Nationale) we 
can see that their combined collections number 23, less than 60% 
of the coins of Mekhitarists. In the Museum of St. Lazare Mekhitar- 
ists there are many interesting coins. Especially an unpublished 
coin which represents the victory that Tigranes II the Great 
achieved against the Seleucids of Syria. 

The monograms (see the chart on p. 14) on French and British 
Museum coins can be classified into four types; whereas on the 
coins of St. Lazare Mekhitarists they represent eleven different 
types, as it can be seen from table on p. 15 (left column: French 
Museum; Middle Column: British Museum; Right Column: St. Lazare 
Museum of Venice Mekhitarist ae cepa lon. 

When we publish the unpublished tetradrachm and the other 
coins, probably we will have contributed greatly to solve the 
riddle of the monograms on the coins of Tigranes. 


Berj M. Garabetian 


i. “Ste Catalogue des monnaies grecques de la Bibliotheque Nationale. 
Les Rois de Syrie, d'Armenie et de Commagene, par M. E. Babelon. 
Paris, 1890. FP 213-215, Swhwwl @pe XXIX bt Vbuwqntpne wwponwl whe 
XXXI-XXXII: 

2. Stu Catalogue of the Greek Coins. British Museum. The Seuleucid 


Kings of Syria, by Percy Gardner, M. A. London, 1878. bg 
103-105, Swiyinwl XXVIT: 
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&PUusne 
susuualsy WUYUShSlinPtuu * 


Us Zutunon yuntolywt whol 
1. Apuvtughunifibwu duqnidu at 
qunqugvwu Spuuwhwu ine ,a- 


CL 

2. InuduqhunrfiGu duet wy — 
Julwi wy, qhunifepeuvapp 
Sim 


3. Swywunwunid ywymtuwptpniwd 
now bn f ay biponp 
fi. Unwug neuned we pnne (bow 
Uzwumlnieperup 

4, Zwylyaywu dwqnied neubgnny 
nnudvGnh wmbnn ks lee 
hw fqywynitepruutnp puniu- 
Untp guppnew 

5. 2wyhulwu nnwtvoph fnognp 
dnynndwontuanp 

6. guy nputughincfbwt Epupnw 
tnpuGpn Ge. upwug w2ofuunr- 
Bpruvtph qhuwlwt wpdbpp 


7. 2uywunwtned fnqupliniwd 
omun waqgh nnudvbpp or up- 
puug wnphipwghuulwt Ugue- 
Unnatepecup 

8. Suuqhuwlwt qunqugniup 
Suywunwined be nputuqh@ 
untfouu Ppunfpuepn 


FP. Vauuntwy dee de Ouquvwu GL 
gneutunntBowt cwupu 
1. Uynwi purtnfrwtunieowt db- 
top wpug Vbuunbuy npadtub- 
ph yaynuugnpénidp 
2. Ubuuntuay npwltbph éuaqtwt 
dufwuualn Ge finnun yuu 


qeyoene 

38. Shu ween ig ww Suywin Lud 
unuS hu cinuqbuwy nnwwubnp, 
Unwug UpLfp, Yanwypu gu- 
fonn, npniwqdwu bnuuulub- 
PC 


* Uyu diddy unfnéduqnpdnimd £ 
hw. YU. UnigGnbwuh ynndwut f_e- 
poe jnuwuufount@pruuapne. punp~ 
yundne bw, nnwtwqhanrfpow, 
fuaqpuncfbwy, wpbropwqfunt- 

but be Suyuqhmnifowy neuw- 
nnubpncu: 
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B. 


ot 


PROGRAM FOR 
ARMENIAN NUMISMATICS x 


Brief historical glance 

1. The origin of numismatics 
and the basic phases of 
its development 

2. The connection of numis- 
matics with other histor- 
ical sciences 

3. The important coin hoards 
unearthed in Armenia and 
the significance of their 
study 

4. The place of coins of Ar- 
menian origin within the 
general sphere of numis- 
matic evidences 

5. The great collections of 
Armenian coins 

6. The beneficiaries of Ar- 
menian numismatics and the 
scientific value of their 
treatise 

7. The coins struck in Armenia 
by foreign nations and the 
significance of their 
paleography 

8. The development of archeo- 
logy in Armenia and the 
problems of numismatics 


Concerning the metallic coin- 

age origin and circulation 

1. Forms of barter system 
till the appearance of 
metallic coins 

2. The date and the locations 
of metallic coin origin 


3. The legacy of first metal- 
lic coins, their subject, 
metrology, and forms of 
inscription 


This program or outline has 
been developed by Kh. A. 
Mousheghian as a series of 
lectures for the students of 
history, numismatics, archeo- 
logy, orientalism, and Armen- 
ology. 


10. 


Vouwntay qpwwth anpdunu- 
Yat Ugwuulneeprup 
dunugqnyu qnnuduanh 2p fuuw- 
nntfftwu njnpan 
Vuntbuugnalwi fywynepru- 
von wquhe Youwnvoiph Ge 
youy Re a aa 
Bie 

Up l er Gee ne ; 
npwdwlws ubuntduin 

Unwig Ubwinnuinh w Dane 
clean 


Unpuywhwu Gi dane ae 
yunkopubnh ugwuulne je 
Unfray hy, que ahah sae ie Tha 
pat bt Yuyubpulwt nnw- 
Uonh fdpuenndwu ulqpncup- 
vapn 

tnudvonh dudwuwlwqnulwt 
jun ganp 


9. Swywunwtp Upbvbubut fnuppw- 


uann GL. unuig 
des 


10. 


npuduan 
Uynwl pary pu AN abUAE peal 
won be npudugnpénefbwy 
qunqugnidp G-> nuptpned 
Upbvbvbwttb nhnulw- 
LeRENe Pe bsanant is 
Unwtg qnpudutwo Sudulwpgh 
punpnzniiéhpLup 
Upbdbubut nowtvanh lungnap 
énnnywon.uinn 
Zuywunuunid quuniud wpb- 
VouGwu nouwduoph cwupt 
Suywumwuh wpbvGuGwu tha- 
fuunpwubnp be Upwig nhvw- 
ewunuluiph ppwywt wapnw- 
JuyguniGpruutnp npwdubpp 
ypu 
dpobnuup qnpudubnh gunpugh- 
uuu ne yunbopugnwhwt 
untéiwiubpn, unwiug Pnnwpl- 
Jwu qifwenp Ybuonniubpp 
Gt gnpfwuwnnifbut nynpup 
fpuqaup npudtinh duq- 
Jwu ne wupwddwu cwupt 
Unw ie npudubnh 
ubeep, Yanwy pu aig og 
wndwuugnpntfppruutnn be 
yun bp ub ro 
Ihgupotale pdwunp fwyn- 
in fee eae npud- 
ier ypu 
Upbutbubud npwdt onh u2uuw~ 
WnePhrun suaywunwup nunbuw— 
Gat Youupnid 


he 


10. 


The meaning of metallic 
coin affair 


- The sphere of earliest 


circulating coins 
Bibliographical evidences 
concerning precious metals 
and their relationship 
The main monetary systems 
of the ancient world and 
their denominations 


. The significance of royal 


and mythological iconog- 
raphy 

The principles of classi- 
fication of archaic, clas- 
sic, hellenic, and impe- 
rial coinage 

The questions of coin 
chronology 


C. The Achaemenid viceroys of 
Armenia and their coinage 


al) 


The increase of the barter 
system and the development 
of money making V-IV 
Centuries B.C. 

The domination of Armenia_ 
by Achaemeriids and the 
characteristic of their 
monetary series 

The great collections of 
Achaemenid coins 
Concerning the Achaemenid 
coins discovered in Armenia 
The Achaemenid viceroys of 
Armenia and their facial 
sculptured feature expres- 
sions on coins. 

The metrological and icon- 
ographic data of coins of 
Orontes, their important 
minting centers, and 
spheres of circulation 
Concerning the origin and 
circulation of Tiribazuz 
coins 

The theme, metrology, pa- 
leography, and iconography 
of coins he has struck 

The mythological evidences 
on the coins of Satraps 
The significance of 
Achaemenid coins within 
Armenian economics 


} $6, ,6upunwlwi npwdubpp 2niu- 


Uunni pein 


1. 


2s 


wywunwune 
Sarena nnudulwt Sateleap- 
qo Gt upw nbpp Upwqqwy ht 
unGropniw 

gwywunwuniw quunewd wib- 
uwhwtu npwubp &1, upwig 


. yankbonugnnarfhrun 


10. 


11. 


Qoqwény Uh, Ginbwt qapwwub- 
ph Jwuht 

6, ,buphunwlwi ywnbpwgn-. 
pete cs} uncbwyubpn npwd—- 
ubnh Ynwy 

26, ,6upunwlywt npwdubph 
2pewuunnifbwt wmbinnniepe- 
Up Zwywunwtp wypwupw-npw- 
Uwhwu yunwptpnecfpeuvapnew 
guywunwunil gnfwuwnnr owt 
UE? Gnwéd 16); 6upunwhwt 
nnuduinh qywenp fivpbpp 
onhpp Tayng f@uquinnni vbw 
§6,,6uhpunwlwu npwlubpn et 
upatg uywolbpugnneeowu 
§pvuwlu mneouypuapp 

oniph apudvbpn Yipnywy pf 
colar Mintel A 

np Joyuupwunrepecuubn 
enihph qwang npwitbnh nu- 
uulunqvau anndoned 

onihwg @wquinnubnh waqugn- 
guun Gt unwiug nnwtubph 
2nfutunnifbwt nypnpup 
onipp juyng fuquinnnifbwy 
npwdubnh nbpp fwywunwh 
wuynut purpnfuwuwlnebwu we? 


Bb. fwywunwih wpwnwotuGut Puqu- 
topubpp Ge upwig qnnwdubnp 
1. Ghuwhet wzpwuantepcuvbp 


Untfpniwd wanw2bubwu 
pwduanhu 

ce uo npudulwt Fu 
Yungn ade areal 4 onnp 
Qunhwg pula aie eanguip 
Unuwgbubsuubph é6uqnidwpw- 
UntPhrun be duvwuutwqnw- 
: he Sun g&ann 

wywunwuh iinnopwungubnn 
Unnwz2bubwuubph Sqonnifbwu 
éudwuwhtbopnew 

Snwtw Suman hbwt qnpdoppubpp 
Ge yw Sywunewd npudtuoph 
nbuulubpu pun couunqubnp 


D. The circulation of Hellenic 
coins in Armenia 


die 


2. 


10. 


ll. 


The Attic monetary series 
and its role in interna- 
tional commerce 

The Athenian coins discov- 
ered in Armenia and their 
iconography 


. Concerning excavated coins 


of Milet 
The Hellenic iconographic 
data on coins 


The duration of Hellenic 
coin circulation in barter 
monetary relationship of 
Armenia 

The important groups of 
Hellenic coins circulated 
in Armenia 

The Hellenic coins of Ar- 
menian Kingdom of Sophene 
and their basic icono- 
graphic data 

The coins of Sophene in 
European museums 

New interpretations in 
classifying the Armenian 
coins of Sophene 

The family tree of kings 
of Sophené, their coinage 
and sphere of circulation 
The role of Sophene Ar- 
menian Kingdom coins in 
the barter system of Ar- 
menia 


E. Coinage of Artaxiad kings of 
Armenia 


Aa 


2. 
3. 
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Scientific treatise dedi- 
cated to Artaxiad coinage 


The monetary series during 
the period of Artaxiads 


Metrological data 


The history of origin of 
Artaxiads and chronologi- 
cal questions 


. The mints of Armenia dur- 


ing the peak Artaxiad 
power 


* The tools of minting coins 


and the types of coins 
preserved according to 
metals 


13. 


14, 


15. 


16, 


17, 


18. 


19. 


20. 
21. 


22, 
23. 


24, 


25. 


UnuwsbuGey nowdtiph jnwuw 
ae uganiupuinn 
wywunwtf nnudule mnt - 
unitbhiup Shqnwu fbf 

onnp 

udn. Ge woduféh iwupinnp 
suywunwuned 

ra UGdh npwlwubph yen- 
Yonwqnntfprun 

Snudtonp dpwy yhounulnrwd 
wndwuugnnteheuuaph hplwumn 
ft uppwyuluu mpuqnuvbpp 
éb.tnp 

4uyyutwu fuqn Ge upw qup- 
nunuwt puann 

sp eg Made 8 updwu ulqaniup- 
uinn Shanut ubdéh nnwdubinnd 
UnnwgluGwt nnpwtubpp uyunn- 
Ybpugnni@hrun Unnudugn 
R-h onnp Gt dururnpduiy 
[nugnighs uunntnp 
Unpuywywt npvupwuquytipp 
unpumywyntuu nop” - 


Shqanwu Ubép te Unuweruqn 
R-p npwdubph qhemtnn 
Suwywunmwuned be Unw uwf- 
Uwuuenfhg nninu 
Shqput Ubép bt ah 
R=h ramet hanae Guy 
$6, ,;Gupunuywt wpnebumh 
Yuyugnr@heuugn 
Iwanudncupwyhtu Swukwgngnnt- 
fhruubph edouaunaiall ot 
upuwrbubwuubph npwdubpnd 
sw ywunweh pupmigesyall Ypow- 
Un Unnuewqn P-h qufulwynt- 
(ows gbpPhu ouppubppu 
ang whywt qonptph wn2weut- 
pe Gt Unmw2wnfh qnwentw'p 
wnynu Usuntfnuf be Suy- 
Yulywt ugh yunlopubpny 
npwdtbinh fénqupnynip 
Upnugty ® fuquinppy fopw- 
qppniwd nnwwh wnfhe 
Unpwywyn uncbwjubp Shanwt 
% Swyng [twquinnh nnwdvbinph 
Uwu h 
“in Phu Sa Sa bt 
Upwig nnwltbph yunbpugn- 
parfhcug 
Zrii wus gbphohubnrapeup 
Suywunwunid be wbnqulw 
wiwunnytbph Yapwgnewp 
(Cup. 1) 
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The principles of classifi- 
cation of Artaxiad coinage 
The monetary economics of 
Armenia during the period 
of Tigranes the Great 

The gold and silver mines 
of Armenia 


- The iconography of coins 


of Tigranes the Great 


. The paleography of coins, 


their meaning, and the 
forms of royal titles 

The Armenian tiara and its 
ornaments 

The principles of dating 
with the coins of Tigranes 
the Great 

The iconography of Artaxiad 
coinage during the period 
of Artavasdes II and com- 
plementary elements of 
formation 

The style of expression of 
royal facial sculpture 

The discovery of coin hoards 
of Tigranes the Great and 
Artavasdes II in Armenia 
and beyond her borders 

The coins of Tigranes the 
Great and Artavasdes II as 
Armenian Hellenic art 
witnesses 

The reflections of reli- 
gous understandings with 
Artaxiad coinage 


. The political condition of 


Armenia during the last 
years of the reign of 
Artavasdes II 

The invasion of Roman forces 
and occupation of Artaxiad 
Mark Anthony and the minting 
of coins with Armenian Tiara 
Concerning the coin attribu-_ 
ted to Artaxias II 


. Newly discovered data con- 


cerning the coins of Ti- 
granes III, King of Armenia 
The later Artaxiads and the 
iconogrephy of their coins 
Roman suzerainty over Ar- 
menia and the disintegra- 
tion of local traditions 


(To be cont. 1) 
Kh. A. Mousheghian 
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Gnorut gbunh Uupqubut 
THE ANTIQUE WORLD AND THE BAST 
(Summary) 


On May 18-23, 1976 the XIV international "Eyrene"™ conference 
of antique period was held in Yerevan, Armenia, USSR. About 300 
scientists from. USSR, Poland, German Democratic Republic, Bulgaria, 
etc. participated in this conference. Some 260 participants pre- 
sented papers on the latest discoveries in their study of the 
ancient world. 

Papers were read by G. Dondwa and G. Lordkipanidze (Georgia 
on "The Ancient Coins Discovered from the Excavation of Vani City’ 
V-I Century B.C. 

Numismatist Khatchadour Mousheghian presented a paper on the 
Hellenic coins circulated in Armenia from IV Century B.C. to the 
circulation of Sassanian coins. The conclusion of the paper was 
that silver coins had a superior role in monetary circulation; 
however, the copper coins for internal markets, have been discov- 
ered in limited quantities. On the basis of these givens, the au- 
thor concluded "The barter system was natural for internal markets" 

Henry Sarkissian delivered a paper on "The Coins of Augustus 
in Armenia". The author concludes that these coins have not had 
wide circulation based on the numismatic evidence found in Armenian 
SSR. The bronze coins with the a, of Augustus, unearthed in 
Armenia, were discussed in detail. Additionally, the coins of 
Tigranes IV and Ardavasdes IV were examined, since the iconography 
sheds light on Armeno-Roman political relations. 


Yerevan, Armenia Henry Sarkissian 


SHANDROVSKAIA, V., Odno Utochnenie Teksta  Khroniki Skilitsy Po 
Materialam Cfragistiki - O40 yroywenHue TeKcra xpoHuku CKusuupi 
no Matepuavyiaag  cdparucTuKu Sphragistics as a Source of 
additional Information to the Text of Scylitzae's Chronicle), 


"Soobshcheniia Gosudarstvennogo Hermitazha", No. 40, Leningrad, 
1975, pp. 46-48. Text in Russian. 


In the text of his chronicle the XI Century Byzantine historian 
Joannis Scylitzae narrates events in which one of the partici- 
pants was the Protospatherios Varazvatze, Strategos of city of 
Edessa in 1038. The Hermitage owns two seals which belonged to 
Varazvatze. Seal M-1265 is the first known document to record 
his given name- Tornik. The written source and thig seal give 
him identical titles. Seal M-8668 records only the name of 
Tornik. It contains valuable information on titular and opo- 
nymical questions. Tornik was an imperial Protospatharios. The 
place in which he served is also indicated as Edessa. 

An analysis of Scylitzae's text and of the inscriptions on 
the seals make it possible to conelude that these hetrogeneous 
sources refer to the same person. The seals are of great value 
for the light they throw on facts recorded in Scylitzae's 
chronicle. Henry Sarkissian 


TOROS, H., Tigran's Crown in Commagene, "SAN", Los Angeles, 
California, No. 4, Vol. VII, Summer 1976, pp. 65-66, illustra- 


tions in text. 


A comparison has been made between the crowns of Tigranes the 
Great of Armenia (from a coin) and the crown of Antiochus I of 
Commagene (from a stone relief sculpture on the west terrace 
of Nimrud Dagh). In mysterious symbolizm the Armenian eagle 
has represented the westwardly (Greece and Rome) Armenian men- 
tality whereas the lion of Commagene has represented the 
eastwardly Commagenian (Babylon and Persia) mentality. YTN 


JAMGOCHIAN, N., The Orontides of Armenia,"SAN", Los Angeles, 
California, No. 4, Vol. VII, Summer 1976, pp. 68-69, illustra- 
tions in text. 


In a very condensed format the Chronology of Orontides of Ar- 
menia has been offered. A brief presentation on the coin of 
first Armenian Orontide king, Arsames (260-228 B.C.), is fol- 
lowed by the historical sketches of Xerxes, Abdissares, and 
Otontas IV. Later, after the battle of Magnesia, 190 B.C. this 
was to be succeeded by the Artaxiad kingdom of Armenia YTN 


LETTERS (Cont. from page 12) er 
might be a coin, token or pattern, or a fantasy” In ‘<the 
Sept. issue Mr. Gene A. Mueller, in a letter to "Reader Reac- 
tions" gave a little more information on the Armenian pieces, 
and added the Azerbaijan Republic (legend in Russian and Arabic 
script) 5-ruble 1920. "Both pieces are brass and dated 1920 
and show every sign on their surfaces of being cast. The edges 
of the coins appear to be cut or trimmed with a punch press." 
I agree that my Armenian piece looks cast and the edge is as 
described. The material is brassy..... 

Iowa City, Iowa P. D. Hogan 
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